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per  cent,   were  started  during  the  last  forty
years,1

In every part of the country private individu-
als have pursued scientific studies on their own
account, while French travellers, missionaries,
and officers in the colonies have rendered mani-
fest services by their observations and discoveries.
There has been kindled a spirit of scientific
apostleship, which has found expression in many
ways, but especially in the organisation of socie-
ties and clubs with scientific ends in view. Of
the 64 learned societies in Paris mentioned by
Minerva with the date of their foundation, 29
were started before the Republic and 35 after.
Of course these are only a few out of the total
number of such Parisian societies. The pro-
portion of learned associations formed in other
parts of the country is as encouraging, while the
development of the scientific spirit has been con-
stant. Any one who compares the programme
of the Congres scientifique of Chartres, in Sep-
tember, 1869,2 with the last session of the Asso-
ciation franfaise pour I'avancement des sciences
will be struck by the change which has taker
place. The topics of religious archaeology, o
ecclesiastical history, and of Church interests
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